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	Road Safety – Fatal 4 


	
Overview
 
· 2022 is the first non-pandemic year since 2019 following two years where road usage was significantly affected by the pandemic and associated measures such as lockdowns, increased working from home and less use of public transport.
 
· DfT validated data shows that in 2021 Nottinghamshire had a slight increase in fatal road casualties (27 vs 21) and in serious injury casualties (357 vs 351) when compared to 2020. This level of serious injury casualties is a significant reduction when compared to 2019 (357 vs 469). We also saw a reduction in motorcyclist casualties (killed and seriously injured) with 80 incidents in 2021 compared to 85 in 2020.
 
· Generally, casualties involving all pedestrians are still below their pre-pandemic levels although the sub-groups of child pedestrians and elderly pedestrians have returned to the same level as 2019. This return to previous levels represents an increase against 2020 volumes when we experienced fewer collisions and casualties due to multiple factors associated with the pandemic. 
 
· In 2022 we have noted that traffic volumes have not just returned to pre-pandemic levels but in some cases have exceeded them. This is potentially due to people being reluctant to return to public transport post-pandemic leading to an increase in single occupancy journeys. 
 
· We anticipate the current cost of living crisis may lead to reduced volumes of car traffic as more people move to lower cost forms or transport such as motorcycles and pedal cycles with an increasing number also working from home rather than commuting. 
 
· The cost-of-living crisis may also have an impact on public choice or ability to maintain their vehicles (brakes, lights, tyres), which could have a bearing on the risk of collisions and is something our officers remain vigilant to.
 
Activity
 
In response to the above Nottinghamshire Police remains committed to reducing death and serious injury on our roads and conduct a variety of activity as outlined below.
 
· Implement proactive enforcement of Fatal 4 by our dedicated Roads Policing Team and our Neighbourhood Policing and Response teams.  Arrests for impaired driving through drink or drugs average 150 per month, drugs wipes have a positive rate of 50-75% and our officers continue to issue fines and points for mobile phone and seatbelt offences.
· Proactively targeting those who pose the greatest risk by identifying drivers and vehicles associated multiple speeding and traffic offences so they can be targeted using our ANPR system (Op Miramar)
 
· Monthly joint operations between Roads Policing and Neighbourhood Policing teams to conduct Fatal 4 operations in the areas out communities are most concerned about. 
 
· Increased enforcement activity from public dash cam submissions (Op Capture) which allows us to take early intervention with risky drivers to modify behaviour and reduce risk
 
· We fully support the DfT / NPCC Road Safety Campaign calendar and conduct local activity in line with all national campaigns sharing our results nationally and disseminating key educational messages through out communications team. 
 
· Work with HM Coroner and other partners to review every fatal collision from a road safety perspective and identify opportunities to improve highways and prevent future deaths through better signage, lighting and carriageway design. 
 
· We have doubled the size of our Roads Policing team (since 2020) which has allowed them to be split into three teams who now provide greater coverage across Nottinghamshire.
 
· We conduct Op Tramline at least four times each year as part of a national initiative to identify and prosecute HGV drivers committing Fatal 4 by using an unmarked HGV allowing visibility into other lorry cabs not visible from cars. 
 
· We continue to focus on vulnerable groups through campaigns such as ‘Shiny Side Up’ (motorcycles) and educational campaigns to reduce close pass issues for cyclists and educate children about road dangers. 
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